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USAID in Central Asia 
 

• USAID has implemented regional development 
programs in Central Asia for more than two decades, 
focusing on trade and markets, energy and water, and 
good governance and social sector improvements. 

• Based in Almaty, Kazakhstan, with regional missions in 
Ashgabat, Dushanbe, and Tashkent. 

• Past and current USAID projects:  
– Trade Facilitation and Investment Project, 2001-2006  

– Regional Trade Liberalization and Customs Project (RTLC), 
2007-2011 

– Regional Economic Cooperation Project, 2011-2016 

 

 

 

 



USAID Regional and Bilateral Programing 
 

• USAID/Central Asia follows a “one Mission, multiple 

locations” strategy, which is implemented through the 

coordinated activities of five offices in four countries, 

including Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 

Uzbekistan. 

• USAID programming in Kyrgyzstan is led by an 

independent Mission, which USAID/Central Asia partners 

closely with on regional programming. 



USAID and the New Silk Road Initiative 
 

• The United States has been a champion of enhancing North-
South trade flows and regional integration across Central and 
South Asia facilitating trade and transit and connecting people 
and businesses. 

• USAID’s regional programming supports the New Silk Road 
initiative to increase connectivity between the economies and 
peoples of South and Central Asia. 

• USAID’s Regional Economic Cooperation (REC) Project has 
helped the New Silk Road initiative by augmenting the 
capacity of Central Asian exporters, targeting increased cross-
border trade among Central Asian countries, Afghanistan, and 
the region’s larger trading partners. 



New Realities and Priorities for Trade 

Development in Central Asia 
 

New Realities for Trade Development: 

• Kazakhstan’s recent accession to the WTO 

• Kyrgyzstan’s accession to the EEU 

• Currency devaluations 

• Fall in oil prices and other natural resources 

• New railways, transportation, and automobile routes 

• New economic corridors (role of China) 

 



New Realities and Priorities for Trade 
Development in Central Asia 

 

New Priorities for Trade Development: 

• Develop value-added production and work on value-chain 
development in order to be more competitive 

• Enhancing the role of SMEs in the region (limited to 
agrifood, construction materials, and textiles) 

• Improve countries’ rankings on the World Bank’s trading 
across borders (TAB) indicator 

• Overcoming customs barriers 

• Developing transport and logistic centers 



 

 

Current USAID Programing in Central 

and South Asia 



The Regional Economic Cooperation (REC) Project 
 

• $9.3 million October 2011- September 2016 

• Supports regional trade facilitation activities  

• Based in Almaty with partners in Tashkent and Afghanistan 

• Assists Central Asian firms network and create linkages for 
trade  

• Enhance export potential through the creation of Export 
Partnership Groups 

• Trains exporters and arranges B2B events  

• Organizes the annual Central Asian Trade Forum  

• Strengthens women entrepreneur trade networks  

• Supported Tajikistan WTO accession 

 

 



The Macroeconomic Project (MEP)  
• $16.3 million October 2011- September 2016 

• Provides technical assistance to help address selected economic 
policy issues in Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan in response to 
government interest and requests 

• Kazakhstan: analyses and capacity building in the areas of 
government accounting standards, public audit, regulatory 
streamlining, SME support programs, bank supervision, and 
accession to the WTO, among others 

• Turkmenistan: assessments and some capacity building in the 
areas of accounting reform, valuation for privatization, 
implementation of bar coding, and analysis of the effects that 
joining the WTO would have on Turkmenistan if it applied and 
acceded 

 



Afghanistan Trade and Revenue (ATAR) 

Project 

• Strengthens Afghanistan's capacity to formulate and 

implement liberal policies for trade and investment  

• Strengthens revenue generation through reforms 

and anti-corruption measures in customs and 

taxation  

• Supports trade facilitation activities in 4 Central 

Asian countries (coordinates with REC project and 

shares office space in Tashkent)  

 



Competitiveness, Trade and Jobs (CTJ) 
Project 

• At the design stage,  $24 mln, August 2016-August 
2021 

• All five Central Asian countries  

• Will strive to triple exports of target sectors, 
including horticulture 

• Will help create jobs in sectors with high export 
potential and high labor intensity, thus reducing 
labor migration  

• Will reduce barriers to trade and will make the 
transport and logistics sector more efficient 

 



Other USG Programs in Central Asia 
 

Besides USAID, other USG entities funding initiatives in 
Central Asia include: 

• Commercial Law Development Program through the US 
Department of Commerce 
– CLDP’s programs in Central Asia facilitate trade among the 

Central Asian countries and between the region and international 
trading partners 

– The program works to enhance the skills and knowledge of 
Central Asian government officials and support cooperation in 
customs, standards, and phystosanitary (SPS) measures.  

• The USG also coordinates with EBRD on private sector 
development  

 

 

 



Key REC Accomplishments 
• Trade conferences and B2B events have led to an 

estimated $28 million new trade deals and signed 
protocols of intent and memoranda of cooperation 
valued at $300 million 

• Established seven Export Partnership Groups (EPG) 

• Helped Tajikistan become WTO member in 2013  

• Established official trade dialogue and trade exchange 
missions between Afghanistan, Central Asia, and the 
Baltic States. 

• Organizes the annual Central Asian Trade Forum (CATF) 
– the largest annual event for exporters in Central Asia 

 



The Central Asian Trade Forum (CATF) 
 

• A hallmark trade development USAID activity is the annual 
Central Asian Trade Forum (CATF) 

• Provides a platform to facilitate export partnership 
opportunities and encourage cross-border trade among 
entrepreneurs, business associations, and firms to strengthen 
the export competitiveness of the Central Asian countries 

• Features a trade fair where regional companies display their 
products, present their services, and form cross-border 
connections 

• Illustrating CATF’s growing scope and visibility, last year’s 
Forum in 2014 attracted more than 600 participants 
representing 270 organizations and agencies 

• USAID plans to continue hosting and organizing the forum 
over the next few years 
 

 


